Cefepime-related encephalopathy in peritoneal dialysis patients.
Encephalopathy or neurotoxicity can occur with cefepime use in patients with impaired or relatively normal renal function. However, few articles have examined the relationship between cefepime's adverse effects and peritoneal dialysis. Here, we report the case of an 80-year-old woman with chronic renal failure on peritoneal dialysis that developed agitation, confusion, and dystonia after cefepime administration for 2 days. The clinical and electroencephalographic abnormalities improved after discontinuation the drug. We review the role of peritoneal dialysis in the development of cefepime-induced encephalopathy. Peritoneal dialysis is a less efficient way to eliminate cefepime than hemodialysis. Short-term hemodialysis might be considered to facilitate elimination of the drug in patients who have developed neurotoxicity.